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Boston Healthcare for the Homeless Program Releases Public Service Announcements Featuring Dennis & Jennifer Eckersley 

Radio PSAs Provide Public with Cold Weather Tips on Helping the Homeless
February XX, 2009 (Boston, Mass.) – Boston Healthcare for the Homeless Program (BHCHP) is releasing radio public service announcements (PSAs) that feature Hall of Fame pitcher Dennis Eckersley and his wife Jennifer providing the public with tips on helping the homeless during the extremes of temperature during the winter and summer months.  The Eckersleys were named the chairs of the “League of Our Own” campaign by Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program last autumn.  
The announcements, which will be made available to radio stations throughout eastern Massachusetts, includes tips on how members of the public can identify when homeless men and women are in medical distress and the simple but important actions they can take to assist.  The PSAs are available on Boston Healthcare for the Homeless Program’s Web site at www.bhchp.org.
“The Eckersleys continue to demonstrate leadership and compassion in their support of medical care for homeless men and women,” said Jim O’Connell, MD, BCHCHP founder and president.  “We are pleased that both Dennis and Jennifer are helping in this effort.  Their willingness to lend their public voices to tell the good people of Boston about these simple but very important ways of reducing medical risk and relieving pain due to the extremes of weather is yet one more example of their concern for the city’s homeless men and women.”
Cold weather tips include:

· “Can you hear me?” – In extremely cold temperatures, it’s important not to dismiss an unconscious individual. It takes just a few seconds to check if someone is responsive by asking if he or she can hear you. If you don’t get a response, call 911.

· Extra Coffee – Purchase a small, decaffeinated coffee( caffeinated may add to dehydration) during your morning coffee run and give it to someone on the street. Just a small hot drink can warm someone up. Hot chocolate is a good alternative.
· Disorientation – Disorientation, confusion and even “inappropriate” behavior might be signs of the onset of hypothermia. In the dead of winter, if someone appears confused and disoriented, it is important not to misunderstand and dismiss these symptoms. Look for the other signs of hypothermia – extreme shivering, exhaustion, slurred speech and drowsiness – and call for help if they’re present. 
Public Service Announcements with hot weather tips will be available to radio stations in the late Spring.
About Dennis and Jennifer Eckersley

Dennis Eckersley was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2004, after pitching 24 seasons in the major leagues with five teams  - the Indians, Red Sox, Cubs, A's and Cardinals. He now delivers pre- and post-game commentary and analysis on NESN during the Red Sox regular season and on TBS during the Major League Baseball post-season
Jennifer Eckersley manages marketing, media relations and charitable interests on behalf of her husband. She has a background in both government relations and public relations. In addition to being active in several charities, she has served as a spokesperson on various campaigns and television projects. 
Both are active in their community and committed to serving those in need. 

About Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program

Founded in 1985, BHCHP (www.bhchp.org) has evolved into the largest and most comprehensive health care for the homeless program in the country, delivering services to more than 11,000 homeless men, women and children a year at 2 major hospitals (Boston Medical Center and Mass General Hospital) and more than 80 shelters and sites, including the Pine Street Inn, St. Francis House, New England Center for Homeless Veterans and Rosie’s Place. 
