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BOSTON HEALTH CARE FOR THE HOMELESS PHYSICIAN WINS AWARD FOR HER WORK TO END HOMELESSNESS

Boston, MA – Jessie M. Gaeta, MD, a physician with Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP), was recently honored with the Massachusetts Conference for Women’s Be the Change Award.

Dr. Gaeta, who also works part-time for the Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance  (MHSA) as an advocate, was honored for both her housing advocacy and health care work. For her, the two are inextricable, as her practice led to her conviction that housing is a medical intervention. 

“Managing your diabetes is not your first concern when you don’t know where your next meal is coming from or where you’re going to sleep that night,” says Dr. Gaeta, who works as an internist at several BHCHP’s outreach sites. She says her direct experience with the negative health effects of homelessness – not to mention her medical credentials  -  give her the credibility to be an effective advocate for permanent solutions to homelessness.

The Be the Change Award recognizes a woman who rises above and beyond in the realm of service by shining light on an unmet need in her community. About 5,000 women attended the conference and award ceremony at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center.  Dr. Gaeta said she was very surprised when she learned she had won the award.

“I was thrilled and overwhelmed,” she said. “But at the same time, I kept thinking that there are lots of other deserving people. Everyone at MHSA is doing the same work I do – trying to end homelessness.”  

Founded in 1985, BHCHP has evolved into the largest and most comprehensive health care for the homeless program in the country, delivering services to more than 11,000 homeless men, women and children a year at more than 80 shelters and sites. For more information, visit www.bhchp.org

The Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance was established in 1988 by Greater Boston homeless providers and citizens seeking to create a coordinated strategy to end homelessness. For more information visit www.mhsa.net.
